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surface mount kit
installation bulletinSHEER SCREEN

i t  i s  H i g H lY  r e C o M M e n D e D  t H a t  t H e  i n s t r u C t i o n s  B e  r e a D  t H r o u g H  B e F o r e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .

beFore starting

there are multitudes of door frame designs and these must be considered before you install the retractable screen. 

it is important to a good installation that you already have, or that you make, a stable surface and square opening for 

mounting the retractable screen. some doors (e.g. sliding patio, swinging terrace doors, multi panel French doors, etc.) 

may not naturally allow for inset/recess Mounting of the genius pleated sheer screen. in these cases use the Sheer Screen 

Surface Mount Kit before installing the screen. once you have installed the surface Mount Kit, follow the retractable 

screen installation instructions to install the actual screen product.

select Your installation metHod

Depending upon the application, the sheer screen surface Mount Kit can be applied on one, two or three sides, or as 

a full surround (all four sides). once installed the surface Mount Kit will act as a frame where the screen can then be 

installed. Keep in mind that many applications do not need the surface Mount profi les on all sides. For example, in some 

cases a three-sided application is best (on the sides and top but not bottom) since the sheer screen bottom guide can 

often rest directly on the existing door threshold/sill. if using a surface Mount kit Base Profi le at the bottom where it 

may be stepped on, be sure to add bracing to strengthen and support the Profi le.
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Genius Retractable Screens provide insect protection and support fresh, natural ventilation in low-wind conditions. Unlike 4-sided rigid framed 
screens, Genius Retractable Screens move in and out of a protective cassette and the exposed surface area and edges of the fabric are flexible.  
Consequently, the wind speed that a retractable screen can withstand (e.g. before the edges of the screen fabric may push out of the guide rails), 
will depend on the width and height of the opening, the openness factor of the specific screen fabric and, other design factors of the model.  
Retractable screens are not to be kept open or continually exposed to wind, sun, rain or other harsh conditions. Please be sure to use your 
retractable screen only during low-wind conditions.



Measuring

Determine the best location for mounting the needed profiles. Measure to the 

outer-most dimensions that the Surface Mount Frame will mount to. You will 

need a minimum of 7/8”(22mm) of space to attach the Base Profile to the 

mounting surface (1A). Provide width and height measurements when ordering.

Check clearance for inside handle on latch side before determining latch side  

location. Please allow at least 3/16” (4.8mm) of space away from any 

raised area of the mounting surface so that the Cover Profile can be 

easily snapped onto the Base Profile (1B & 1C ). 

NOTE: Check that the Base Profile is positioned so that it or the side 

profile of the actual screen product will not interfere with access too or 

the operation of the door handle.
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Cutting

a)   no cutting is required if you ordered the built-to-size Surface Mount Kit.  

Proceed to assembly and installation.

b)   Cutting is required if you are using a standard Knock-Down (KD) Kit.  

Measure and cut the profile(s) to the necessary length using the calculations 

from the Record Dimensions and Calculate Cut Lengths chart below. 

      note: if using any of the plastic Corners to connect the Base Profile(s)  

(see diagrams 3A & 3B, next page, part C–Corner), be certain to deduct 

7/8” from each side for each corner before cutting (details next page).

deduction examPles

THREE-SIDED APPLICATIONS 

Deduct 7/8” (22mm) from the height and 1-3/4” (45mm)  

from the width.

FOUR-SIDED APPLICATIONS 

Deduct 1-3/4” (45mm) from the height and width.
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record dimensions & calculate cut lengtHs

FOUR-SIDED APPLICATIONS

_________ overall width or height – 1-3/4” (45mm) =  _________ cut length

ONE, TWO, OR THREE-SIDED APPLICATIONS

__________ overall width or height with no corner cap on either end – 0”= _____________ cut length

__________ overall width or height with corner cap on one end – 7/8” (22mm) = _____________ cut length

__________ overall width or height with corner cap on each end – 1-3/4” (45mm) = _____________ cut length



installation

use the C–Plastic Corner(s) to assemble the A–Base Profile(s) into a  

surround (3A) (3B). set the assembled A–Base Profile(s) in position on the 

door frame and fasten it to the door frame using the #8 x 3/4” (19mm) Self 

Tapping Screws (see Figure 3C) which are provided. Be certain that the  

surface Mount Kit frame is aligned square and plumb to the opening as you 

screw it to the door frame. install the decorative B–Cover Profile(s) by  

snapping them into position on the A–Base Profile(s). see 3B & 3C below  

for special Door sill Profile considerations. install the sheer screen (see Sheer 

Screen instructions).
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3c  door sill ProFiles and sPecial installation inFormation
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If using a  
Surface Mount kit 
Base Profile at the 

bottom where it may 
be stepped on, be 

sure to add bracing 
to strengthen and  
support the Profile.

3a  tHree-sided surround 3B  Four-sided surround

c–corners DetaiL

B–Cover Profile

Door Sill or Foundation

Door Frame

A–Base Profile

Door Frame

A–Base Profile

Door Frame

A–Base Profile

Square Shim

Door Sill or Foundation Door Sill or Foundation

Slanted Shim

 NOTE:
B-Cover Profile  

on the bottom of the 
door frame may be optional. 

See diagrams below for ways to 
stabilize threshold if necessary.

If the bottom of the A–Base Profile is hidden, 
a square shim will make for the most stabile 
reinforcement of threshold.Use of the B–Cover Profile is mainly for appearance.

If the bottom of the A–Base Profile is hidden, and 
the sill is slanted, determining the proper angle for 
the bottom of the shim is crucial.




